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In early August, the Colombian frigate "Caldas" entered what Venezuela claims are its territorial
waters in the Gulf of Coquibacoa (also known as the Gulf of Venezuela) on a patrol mission.
For many years, the two governments have been unable to establish a mutually acceptable
understanding of respective sovereignty claims to maritime and underwater rights in the gulf. The
incident strained relations between the two countries to such an extent that the governments of
several nations (including among others, Argentina, Uruguay, Peru, and the US) and the Secretary
General of the Organization of American States (OAS) tried to intervene in attempts to reduce
tensions. August 18: After 10 days in the gulf, the Colombian vessel left the area. August 20: Some
press sources in Caracas claimed that Colombian military planes had violated Venezuelan air
space. August 21: The Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) met in
Washington to discuss the matter at the request of the Colombian government. Both sides refused
to change their respective positions. The government in Bogota has rejected the resumption of
direct talks on establishing sovereignty claims in the gulf, on the grounds that dialogue for the
past 30 years has not produced results. In contrast, the Venezuelan government's position is that
direct talks are the means toward settling the dispute, and thus rejects the possibility of accepting
international mediation on the issue. August 23: On returning to Bogota from a meeting of Central
American, Contadora and Support Group nations in Caracas, Colombian Foreign Minister Julio
Londono affirmed the rights of his government in reiterating its claims to to certain areas of the gulf.
Londono told reporters that "certain groups" in Venezuela hostile to Colombia had perpetrated
"erroneous complaints" against Bogota. These groups, he added, insist on Colombia's intentions
of transgressing Venezuelan rights in the Coquibacoa gulf. "We (Colombians) do not deny that
Venezuela has rights in the gulf...We argue only that Colombia also has rights in the same gulf,"
said Londono. "These rights are more limited for Colombia than Venezuela, since the latter has
more extensive coast lines than we do which must be respected." After a meeting with President
Jaime Lusinchi, and the commanders of the Venezuelan army and air force, Defense Minister
Gen. Eliodoro Guerrero Gomez said Colombian military planes had trespassed in national air
space at least once during the previous week. According to Guerrero, Colombia Mirage jet fighters
penetrated into Venezuelan air space; he did not specify the date of the incident. August 24:
Media reports in Bogota indicated that Caracas has officially refused to reactivate the Permanent
Commission for Conciliation established by the two governments in 1939. (Basic data from several
reports by AFP, Prensa Latina)
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